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2012 GET-TOGETHER
13 – 21 OCTOBER 2012

CANBERRA, AUSTRALIAN CAPITAL TERRITORY

The Field Naturalists Association of Canberra Inc [FNAC] cordially invites naturalists to participate in the seventh ANN Get-together in the nation’s capital – Canberra - with the theme:

The Nature of your Bush Capital

The Australian Capital territory is that small island territory excised out of New South Wales to house the Federal Parliament, because Sydney- Melbourne rivalry excluded both. This planned city has named regions around large shopping centres and artificial lakes created by damming rivers or creeks. Thus Scrivener Dam on the Molonglo River formed Lake Burley-Griffin and the Jerrabomberra Wetlands. Our waters flow into the Murrumbidgee to the West, ending up in the Murray. Our regions (eg Woden, Gungahlin) are arranged on a Y-Plan and comprise suburbs nestling on limestone plains between mountains and hills.  The planned nature of the ACT has enabled fine examples of endangered ecosystems to survive, including natural temperate grasslands, red gum/yellow box grassy woodlands and Alpine communities.  We also want to show you a fine collection of terrestrial orchids flowering on lower slopes in October. Over 30 nature parks, many activists and park carers help maintain our “bush capital”.  

Our endangered or vulnerable species include a number of handicapped ones: a mouth-less moth, a flightless grasshopper, a legless lizard and an earless dragon: Golden Sun Moth (Sinemon plana), Perunga Grasshopper (Perunga ochracea), Pink-tailed Worm-lizard (Aprasia parapulchella) and Grassland Earless Dragon (Tympanocryptis pinguicolla).
National organisations that include a focus on nature comprise the Centre for Australian National Biodiversity Research, the Australian National Herbarium and Botanic Gardens, CSIRO [insect and wildlife collections], Geoscience Australia, the National Archives, Art Gallery, Library, Mint and Museum. Regional and local attractions include the Southern Tablelands Ecosystem Park, the Reptile Centre, Canberra’s Walk In Aviary, the National Zoo & Aquarium, and other museums, galleries and workshops. 

Local community groups that ensure a regular feast of lectures and outings include: the Field Naturalists, Friends of Grasslands, Canberra Ornithologists Group, Australian Native Plant Society, Friends of the Australian National Botanic Gardens, ACT Herpetological Association, Canberra Astronomical Society, the National Parks Association, the Artists Society of Canberra, the Conservation Council, and the Environment Centre. 

The ACT also houses Australia’s High and Family Courts; the Institute of Sport; Commonwealth Parliament and its 222 parliamentarians, (only four elected locally); lobbyists - who outnumber these politicians 4:1 - and many of the business- and industry headquarters they represent; Government Departments; education-, building and construction-, and IT industries; as well as foreign embassies.

We are planning bus trips to surrounding nature parks and places of interest, visits to our relevant national institutions (most of which can only hold a small number of people at a time – expect rotation or choices), guest speakers, and several communal meals. These costs will be included in your registration fees. 

More details, including an ACT Natural History publications list, together with your receipt will be supplied at the end of 2011 to those people who have returned their Priority Enrolment Form and deposit. First in best dressed!

The total cost of ANN registration is not expected to exceed $600 per person. Your deposit is fully refundable until 28 February 2012! Our web address is: www.fieldnatscanberra.com Go to the ANN page.

