AUSTRALIAN NATURALISTS NETWORK 7th GET-TOGETHER

CANBERRA, 13th – 21st OCTOBER 2012

First notice – August 2010

The next ANN Get-together will be held in Canberra from Saturday 13th to Sunday 21st October 2012 and is being organised by the Field Naturalists Association of Canberra (FNAC).

This timing coincides with the local spring peak and there should be plenty of flora and fauna to see, as well as many interesting places to visit.

Canberra is a popular tourist and school excursion destination and accommodation can be tight. (Especially for the first weekend, which will be the last weekend of the popular Floriade Festival.) We shall be sending out accommodation recommendations and putting them on our website in the next couple of months and we advise you to book ASAP to ensure a place.

Much of the ACT is National Park or Nature Reserve.  We hope to explore many of these areas during the Get-together.  A large part of the ACT comprises Namadgi National Park, which forms part of the Alpine National Park complex stretching up from Victoria.  Around Canberra itself the main ecosystems are threatened Natural Temperate Grasslands and Box-gum Grassy Woodlands, as well as Riparian areas.

Canberra also hosts national collections of flora and of vertebrate and invertebrate fauna, which we hope to arrange access to, as well as a zoo and reptile park.  There is also a major astronomical observatory and a geological display.  As well as the FNAC, Canberra is large enough to have many other groups with an interest in nature.  We plan to draw on their expertise to explain and show our fauna and flora and habitats.
While you are here you might like to take a bit of time to see some of the many cultural amenities and national institutions of the nation’s capital, such as the National Museum, National Gallery, National Library, War Memorial (and many others).  Many of them have at least some natural history content.  We will supply more information on them, including visiting times and any special exhibitions that are on at that time. You can also check out: http://www.visitcanberra.com.au .

The FNAC has a website (http://www.fieldnatscanberra.com ).  We will be putting all the material relating to ANNCanberra2012 on the website.  It will contain useful information on what to see and where, field guides to the local fauna and flora, as well as material on accommodation and the program as it develops.  We will also send out material to anyone who has expressed an interest in coming to ANNCanberra2012 (preferably by email).

There should be a sheet available at the Chinchilla Get-together on which to record your interest in coming to ANNCanberra2012.  You can also contact us at the email address that we have created - anncanberra@gmail.com , or write to us at FNAC (ANN), GPO Box 249, Canberra, ACT 2601.  You can also contact us by phone (see below).

This notice is being sent to participants attending Chinchilla, QLD and will also go to Naturalist clubs listed on the ANN register after Chinchilla has reported back. Please check that your club’s information on the register is up to date on http://home.vicnet.net.au/~seana/ .
We hope to see you in 2012.
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