Learning more about our flora and fauna

These notes are intended to provide a few low-key ways of picking up more information about our flora, and about the fauna - if, like me, you want to talk to visitors about the birds, water dragons, kangaroos etc. that we come across during our walks.
There are plenty of societies in Canberra that focus on our fauna and flora, as well as park care and land care groups and tertiary institutions.  For each, where available I have provided a web address.  While I belong to many of the groups, I am not advocating that you necessarily do so.  Rather look at their websites on a regular basis, and if anything interesting is going on then go and take a look, be it a talk or a walk.  I am happy to provide further details on any of them.
But first things first; I will start close to home.

A) ANBG

Friends’ Thursday Talks

We are very lucky that the most comprehensive source of relevant information is provided through the Friends’ regular and wide-ranging talks at lunchtime on Thursdays (12:30 – 1:30).  There are more than 40 talks over the year, with only a break over summer.  Details of forthcoming talks can be found at:  http://www.anbg.gov.au/friends/calendar.html .

ANBG Website
This is backed up by a very good and comprehensive ANBG website at: http://www.anbg.gov.au/ .  This provides plenty of botanical information, plus a very large collection of illustrations, and even a comprehensive guide to botanical literature.
Incidentally other good sites that I have found for Australian native plant information are those of the Sydney and Melbourne Botanic Gardens, the ANPS, and good old Wikipedia. See:
http://plantnet.rbgsyd.nsw.gov.au/ 

http://plantnet.rbgsyd.nsw.gov.au/floraonline.htm 

http://www.rbg.vic.gov.au/ 

http://asgap.org.au/ 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Main_Page 

B) Societies

Flora (mainly native) oriented:

ANPS [Australian Native Plant Society]
Many guides belong to this society.  It is a large and active group, with a monthly evening meeting (2nd Thursday) – most speakers are very relevant to our guiding; a monthly daytime meeting (2nd Tuesday); a walk every Wednesday, weather permitting; weekend outings; and a grasses group. Also it offers many very good flora books at very good prices at the monthly meeting.  Further details at: http://nativeplants-canberra.asn.au/ .
CIAG [Canberra International Arboretum and Gardens]

This is not yet open to the public, apart from regular Sunday bus tours, but there are websites for the arboretum, and for its friends: http://www.cmd.act.gov.au/arboretum and
http://ciag.org.au/ .
FACTA [Friends of ACT Arboreta]

They offer a walk each month in Westbourne Woods on the 2nd Sunday, with leaders including Warwick and John Turnbull amongst others. There are irregular visits to other tree plantations and arboreta (though many disappeared in the bush fires).  See:

http://sawapl.tech.officelive.com/ACT_Arboreta.aspx .
FoG [Friends of Grasslands]
This active group is mainly concerned with advocacy and education to preserve and manage well what remains of our endangered grassy ecosystems – both grasslands and grassy woodlands.  There are regular activities but not at set times.  See: http://www.fog.org.au/ .
Greening Australia

This group is mainly concerned with revegetation projects, but it also organizes talks and planting bees. See: http://live.greeningaustralia.org.au/GA/ACT/ .
NPA [National Parks Association of the ACT]

This is another important group that lobbied hard and successfully for the Namadgi NP.  It has an active publication program, including Field Guides to the Orchids, Trees and Birds of the ACT, with more field guides forthcoming on the Reptiles and Amphibians, and the Insects of the ACT. There are many walks, plus a monthly meeting on the 3rd Thursday each month.  See: http://www.npaact.org.au/ .
Orchid Society

It is mainly concerned with growing exotic and native orchids.  There are occasional talks on native orchids.  It meets on the 1st Wednesday of the month.  There are occasional outings.  See: http://www.canberraorchids.org/ .
STEP [Southern Tablelands Ecosystems Park]

The local flora is not well represented in the ANBG.  STEP is creating a local ecosystems park as part of CIAG (and hopefully an adjoining area).  More details at http://www.step.asn.au/ .
There are also many horticultural societies, but they seem mainly concerned with exotic plant species.

More fauna oriented:

FNAC [Field Naturalists Association of the ACT]
This group tries to cover the whole gamut of natural history, including both flora and fauna.  They meet on the 1st Thursday each month at 7:30 pm, and usually have an outing the following weekend.   Details of their activities can be found at: http://www.fieldnatscanberra.com .
COG [Canberra Ornithologists Group]
This is a large and active group that does a lot promote interest in birds and to preserve the natural environment for our birds.  They meet monthly on the 2nd Wednesday, have a midweek morning outing on the 3rd Wednesday, and usually have several weekend activities.  Details at http://canberrabirds.org.au/ .
ACT Herpetologists Association

It meets every second month (even months) at the Southern Cross Club, Jamison at 7:30pm on the 3rd Tuesday.    There is a new website at http://www.actha.org.au/ .
Geological Society (ACT Branch)
It may be of occasional interest if talking about local geology.  It recently produced a new geological map of the ACT.  Details of their meetings can be found at http://www.gsa.org.au/divisions/act.html .

It meets on the 3rd Tuesday at 5:30pm at the Lecture Theatre in the Earth & Marine Sciences building, ANU – entry via Linnaeus Way. (While all the building work is going on in the ANU’s Science precinct they may temporarily be re-located.  Check beforehand.)
C) ParkCare & LandCare Groups

There are many of these. They are mainly concerned with park maintenance (weeding etc), but also offer walks & provide information about the park. I want to draw your attention to two which organize activities:

Friends of Mount Majura

– see: http://majura.org/ .
Friends of Aranda Bushland
Usually have an interesting talk as part of their AGM.  And they have published Our Patch.  See:
http://www.friendsofarandabushland.org.au/ .
These groups are under the auspices of Canberra’s three Catchment Management Groups: Ginninderra, Molonglo and Southern ACT.  Their websites and the email newsletter that they regularly put out are worth checking too, as they have lots of good information.  See:

http://www.ginninderralandcare.org.au/index.php ,
http://www.molonglocatchment.com.au/ , and
http://www.sactcg.org/index.html .

The ACT Landcare Co-ordinator also puts out a regular email bulletin, called News of Our World (NOW). Contact esther.duffy@act.gov.au if you want to get it.

D) Education

U3A

The University of the Third Age provides a very good and inexpensive education opportunity for the Over 55s.  In 2007 Norm Morrison gave a very good Botany course.  Hopefully he will repeat that.  There is a course on Birds, while last year the third course on Our Tree Heritage was held.  I have enjoyed each of them (including a talk on Eucalypts by John Turnbull).  Further details of U3A courses can be found at http://www.u3acanberra.org.au/ .

ANU

The Fenner School of Environment and Society
Unfortunately their seminars are held on Thursdays from 1: - 2:00 pm, so they clash with the Friends’ talks at the ANBG.  They are held in the Fenner School's Forestry Lecture Theatre, Ground Level, Forestry building no. 48, Linnaeus Way (comes off Daley Road), ANU campus.   You can check out what is coming up at: http://fennerschool.anu.edu.au/news_events/seminars/ .
Research School of Earth Sciences

Seminars are held on Thursdays from 4: to 5:00 pm in the Jaeger Seminar Room, Jaeger Building.  Seminar details can be found at: http://rses.anu.edu.au/seminars/index.php .
School of Botany and Zoology [BOZO]

Like the Fenner School, their seminars are held on Thursdays from 1: - 2:00 pm, so they clash with the Friends’ talks at the ANBG.  They are held in the Botany and Zoology Seminar Room (Gould Wing), Building 116, Daley Rd.  You can check out what is coming up at:

http://www.anu.edu.au/BoZo/research/seminars.php .
University of Canberra

CSIRO

I don’t have many links for these seminar programs.  I usually find out indirectly about interesting ones.  CSIRO is a very large and diverse organization so there are potentially many venues for their seminars.  Keep an eye out for seminars by Sustainable Ecosystems, Entomology and Plant Industry. See http://www.csiro.au/events/ACT-seminars.html for details of all ACT seminars.
One UC group that offers interesting seminars is the Institute for Applied Ecology.  They meet on Tuesdays from 3:30 to 4:30.  See: http://aerg.canberra.edu.au/seminars.htm .

Australian Academy of Science

They regularly hold lectures for the general public. In 2007 they had an interesting series of lectures on ‘The Origin of Species: the Australian connection’.  Their lecture program can be found at:

http://www.science.org.au/events/publiclectures/index.htm .
I hope that you will take advantage of some of the many opportunities in Canberra to learn more about the flowers and the trees, and the birds and the bees in a pleasant and low-key environment.  But of course, you will learn more and more quickly if you hit the books and do some formal study.  But that is another story.

These notes were originally prepared in 2007.  I have tried to keep them up to date, but websites come and go or change their addreses.  If you find that any of them no longer work, please let me know.

Tony Lawson (updated to August 2010)
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