The Australian Pelican - Pelicanus conspicillatus
I grew up with the little ditty, "The pelican, the pelican, it's bill can hold more than its belly-can!" 

What I had never realised, however, is just what its bill could do. 

On a recent camping trip to the coast around Eden NSW I visited the boat ramp at Pambula shortly before dusk. Three pelicans sat on a flat-bottomed oyster boat while one perched safely on a galvanised iron pipe high above the water. I admired its balance and the lovely ball-shape when viewed front central. A boat returned and slowly the pelicans stood, stretched, yawned and dropped into the water. 

I couldn't believe what I was seeing on my last photo. 

What do you think? How did the bird achieve this? And why? 

Just want to stretch those creative juices - would that I could sculpt that pelican ball.

Rosemary von Behrens
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     Two more photographs on Page 2.
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