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• Demographics of Tympanocryptis pinguicolla in the ACT 
•  
The endangered grassland earless dragon (Tympanocryptis pinguicolla) is 

an endemic species confined to areas of native grassland in the Southern Ta-

blelands and Australian Capital Territory (ACT). Surveys of populations in 

the ACT have revealed a contraction in distribution and declines in trapping 

rates raising concern for the future of this species. To better define the na-

ture of the decline and the factors affecting it, we conducted a systematic 

mark -recapture study at two sites in the ACT. Our trapping revealed a dra-

matic crash in population numbers since 2006. At the site where the species 

is believed to be most abundant population size decreased from 2287 ± 255 

to 276 ± 98, (). Of the two populations sampled, only one produced suffi-

cient captures to enable survival estimates to be made. In that population, 

seasonal survival in juvenile (0.33-0.44), sub-adult (0.28 -0.4) and adult 

(0.28-0.63) stages did not change over the two years of sampling. Using the 

data derived from that study to perform a stage-based, population viability 

analysis, we show that extinction of the largest remaining population is 

likely within 15 years and identify egg production and/or juvenile survival 

as the life stages of greatest influence on population growth rate. We discuss 

our findings in the light of the prevailing drought conditions and their impli-

cations for the future management of this rapidly disappearing species. 

Wendy Dimond is a PhD candidate at the Institute for Applied Ecology, 

University of Canberra. Her interests include population biology and model-

ling as well as translocation/relocation science.  

Wendy Dimond  



Field Natter                                                   SEPT 2009                                                                  page 2 

����������	����
���������
������������

���������������������������������������		�
���������������
���	�������������
	����
���������������������������������
 ��!�
�����
�����!�
�����������
���
�"���
��������������#�������
�������
�������	�$�������
��%����
���������������"��
��������%��"����������	����
��&���!������������
������������������	���
��
��������'�������
"��������(���
���
��������
�������	���
������������������
���
��"������	���������������������
����"����
�������
�����������
����������������������������
���	�������������
���
���)���
�����������������
�
"�
������
�"�������
��
�������
�"���

���������������
���������������%����������������������(��"�������
����������
������
�������	�
�&���!�����
�����������������������
���	�����&���!����&�����
���
���������������	�&���!�������'�����������	*��&���!����+
 ��
$
��������������������������%���������������������
����
�����	������������������$��,����-.--�/0-�/1-��	�"��������
����

������������
����������
������"��������������������������

������������
����������(���������� ������

��+����

��������������������������'��#	��
���������������
�2�"��������������
�����3�������
�����������
����������
��

������������������������������
��������
����
�
��������
������
�"�4���"�������������
��������������������"������
�

����������������2�
%������
�����������%��������
������������������������������
�������#�"��"��������������������

+���.1�����������5-����
������������������
�������
��+���1.6�1.����
����+���.06�1.����
��������+���.76�/7�

���
����

���
���'�����������������������'������������������������������
����
�������
�����������������
������	�
���������������

���� �����
�����%���	�
�8����������������������
������"�8��������������������������������������������������

��������������������%���)����
����������0-�"��
������9�
�������������������
���	���������
��"�������#	��
��������

����������������
�	������������������������������
���	�����������	����������#	��
��������%����������
����������������

4����&��%���	*����������������������
��������������������
�
������"�8���%�"��)�������'�����:��"��:�����������"��


����+��
%�����4���";<�
���������
������
�����
�������)�����%���,�"���������"��

#	��
��
�����������������������������	�����
������������
��������������	�����������������������	����
��������������

��������������������������
�������������������;��
�����4��"����������
����
�
�������������������������	�����

���������������������"���
���

�
�
�������������
�
"�
���'���������"��#����	�"���������������
�����������	������"���
���
���������

$9�:�

WEBSITE OF THE MONTH 
http://www.birdata.com.au/homecontent.do 

 
Birdata is your gateway to Birds Australia data including the Atlas of Australian Birds and Nest record 
scheme. You can use Birdata to draw bird distribution maps and generate bird lists for any part of the 
country. You can also join in the Atlas and submit survey information to this important environmental 
database. 
For example, you can obtain a bird list for your post code, or obtain information on the Australian distri-
bution for any selected species. 
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Marabou stock (Leptoptilos crumeniferus) 
Note the fleshy pouch on the foreneck) 
Photo Chris Bunn 

African elephant (Loxodonta africana) in 
last light. An elephant eats about 170 
kgm of vegetation per day.  
Photo Chris Bunn 

The lilacbreasted roller (Coracias cauda-
tus) Related to king fishers rollers like to 
sit up on trees. The sexes are alike in 
colouration. Photo Jenny Mead �
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The Australian Birdfair 2009 will be held at the Yanco Agricultural Institute – Murrumbidgee  
Rural Studies Centre. 
The village of Yanco is five kilometres south of Leeton, on the main Leeton-Narrandera road. The new 
venue offers a range of excellent facilities including on site accommodation. 
The Australian Birdfair is to showcase our native wild birds, and the ecosystems of which they are part 
and dependent upon. 

Australian Birdfair 13-15 November 2009 
••••                                                    Seminars and lectures about birds and other aspects of the natural world.  

•      Birding and Nature related organisations, Market Stalls  
•      Exhibits of interest to the bird watching industry.  
•      Evening events  
•      Organised, and self guided birdwatching tours  
•      Music, art, and varied cultural activities.  

Ticket prices 
•      Adult One Day Ticket $5 each  
•      Children (16 and under in the company of an adult) FREE  

Tickets can be purchased at the entrance gate. We invite you to join us at the Australian Birdfair which 
showcases our native wild birds, and the ecosystems of which they are part and dependent upon. The 
Birdfair comprises a number of different events and exhibits all relating to birds and their environment. 
Exhibitors 
An invitation is extended to potential exhibitors wishing to be part the Australian Birdfair. For more in-
formation contact the Fivebough and Tuckerbil Wetlands Trust. 
Bookings and further enquires: 
Australian Birdfair 
Telephone +61 2 6953 2215 or 
0407 262 496 or 
0427 535 914 
Email: coordinator@Australianbirdfair.org.au 
or write to 
Fivebough and Tuckerbil Wetlands Trust 
PO Box 357 
LEETON NSW 2705 
Email: trust@fivebough.org.au 
 
Australian Birdfair Ramble 

The York Optics and Steiner sponsored prize for the 2009 Australian Birdfair Ramble is a set of new 
birding binoculars. 
Entry cards for the Ramble will be given with each entry ticket purchased to the Australian Birdfair. 
The winner will be the first correct completed entry drawn, at the Australian Birdfair, 12.00pm Sunday 
Nov 15. 
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Who are the Field Naturalists? 
The Field Naturalists’ Association of Canberra (FNAC) was 
formed in 1981. Our aim is to foster interest in natural history by 
means of meetings and regular field outings. Meetings are usually 
held on the first Thursday of each month.  Outings range from 
weekend rambles to long weekends away.  Activities are adver-
tised in our monthly newsletter.  We emphasise informality and 
the enjoyment of nature. New members are always welcome. If 
you wish to join FNAC, please fill in the member application be-
low and send it in with your subscription to the FNAC Treasurer 
at the address below: 
President: Benj Whitworth 
Secretary: Tony Lawson 
fieldnaturalist@yahoo.com.au 
Website: www.geocities.com/fieldnaturalist/index.html 
Newsletter editor: Chris Bunn <chris_b@webone.com.au.  
Member contributions welcome. 
Published and distributed by Bob Lehman 
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MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION OR RENEWAL 
 
Family name:  ………………………………………     First name: …………………………………….. 
If a family membership, please include the first names of other members of the family: 
 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………..  
 
Postal address:  ………………………………………………………………… 
 
Suburb:  …………………………….. State: …………  Postcode: ………  Home phone:  ……………………..    
 
Work phone:  ……………………  Email address:  …………………………………………………………… 
 
Subscription enclosed:  $………(Single/Family $20)   Donation:  $........... 
 
How did you hear about FNAC? Please circle:  FRIEND?    OTHER?   Please specify: 

Monthly meeting venue:  Division of Botany and Zoology, Build-
ing 116, Daley Rd, Australian National University. Park 
(occasionally the adjacent building 44). Meetings start at 7:30 pm 
and are followed by refreshments. 

African fish eagle (Haliaeetus vocifer) 
Noted for being very vocal photo Jenny 
Mead 


